Dogs and cats play an important
role in our lives; they give us love,
companionship, and the rewarding
experience of a unique bond. But
each year in the United States,
millions of dogs and cats fail to find
good homes. They become victims of
pet overpopulation. To combat this
tragedy, The HSUS is calling for a
temporary, voluntary moratorium on
the breeding of dogs and cats.

S

ixty-four million American
households can't be wrong.
Dogs and cats play a uniquely
important role in our lives-and
for good reason. What we re
ceive from them outweighs, in
emotional fulfillment, whatever
we can give them in substance.
Dogs and cats give us love,
companionship, and the re
warding experience of a unique
bond. It's widely recognized
that pets can provide physical as
well as emotional support to
humans-in fact, according to
the Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Associa
tion, "Pet companionship has
the capacity to reduce the fre
quency of serious disease and
prolong life."

Yet, while millions of dogs
and cats enjoy loving homes, life
for millions of others is far from
bright. They are the victims of
this country's pet-overpopula
tion crisis; they are homeless,
abused, neglected, starved, aban
doned. No issue has figured
more prominently in the work of
The Humane Society of the
United States than the plight of
homeless dogs and cats.
Pet overpopulation-too many
dogs and cats, too few
homes-can be thought of as a
deadly disease, one that is re
sponsible for the deaths of 8 to
10 million dogs and cats every
year. For years The HSUS,
along with countless other
groups and individuals, has

worked to educate the public
about this crisis and has encour
aged spaying and neutering, re
sponsible pet ownership, and
adoptions from shelters; never
theless, each year our ·nation's
shelters continue to euthanatize
millions of dogs and cats.
While we have seen encourag
ing change-according to HSUS
estimates, the number of ani
mals annually being destroyed
in shelters has, in the past
decade, been reduced by nearly
a third-we can't accept that 8 to
10 million unadopted dogs and
cats are still dying each year.
For more than fifteen years,
our Legislation, Education, and
Sterilization campaign spread
the message that work in all

three of those areas is necessary
to effectively curb pet overpop
ulation. Over the last six years,
thousands of individuals and
groups across the country have
implemented our "Be a P.A.L.
Prevent A Litter" campaign. In
1991 we launched our "Until
There Are None, Adopt One"
campaign, calling for increased
public awareness of dog and cat
overpopulation and urging peo
ple to adopt dogs and cats from
shelters instead of going to
breeders or pet stores. In March
of this year, we took that ap
proach one step further. We
called for a voluntary national
moratorium on all breeding of
dogs and cats.

TAKING A CRUCIAL STEP
TO HELP DOGS AND CATS

B

eginning today, The HSUS
is calling for a temporary
moratorium on the breeding of
dogs and cats. This means ev
eryone-pet owners, shelter

workers, legislators, and even
professional breeders-must stop
allowing animals to breed until
this crisis has passed. This may
seem like an extreme step, but
we are convinced that the only
way to relieve the suffering of
companion animals is to take
extreme and immediate action."
These strong words were spo
ken by HSUS President Paul G.
Irwin at the March press con
ference announcing the HSUS
breeding moratorium.
The HSUS proposal for a
breeding moratorium is two
fold. First, we ask that, during
the moratorium, everyone-all
pet owners and breeders-stop
allowing their dogs and cats to
breed. (The best way to ensure
that your pets do not breed is to
spay or neuter them, as The
HSUS has always urged.) If ev
eryone participates in this vol
untary moratorium for just one
year, it will significantly reduce
the number of homeless dogs
and cats. While no new dogs

and cats are born, millions of
homeless animals will have a
real chance to find permanent
homes. Second, we support the
enactment of breeding morato
ria, mandatory sterilization laws,
and other animal-control ordi
nances at the local and state lev
el. The HSUS has prepared leg
islative guidelines, and we will
work with individuals or groups
wishing to initiate legislation
directed at ending the suffering
of dogs and cats.
The HSUS announcement
received unprecedented cover
age from both national and lo
cal media (see sidebar, "Mora
torium Sparks Media Blaze"),
Pets enhance the quality of our lives.
Studies show that the companionship
of a dog or cat can improve a person's
physical and emotional well-being.
However, while millions of dogs and
cats enjoy our love and protection,
millions of others suffer because they
are homeless. Many are forced to roam
the streets, scrounging for a scrap.

and the public swiftly respond
ed. Some expressed surprise
that we thought the situation
was grave enough to warrant a
moratorium, but the facts speak
for themselves. More than half
of all dogs and cats entering
shelters are euthanatized-an
estimated 8 to 10 million. At
least half of those animals are
less than one year old-puppies
and kittens. As many as 25 per-

MORATORIUM
SPARKS MEDIA
BIAZE

T

he HSUS call for a tempo
rary breeding moratorium
generated an enormous re
sponse across the country.
Featuring the moratorium on
its front page, USA Today
commented in an edi
torial, "Because edu
cation and neutering
programs haven't
stemmed the tide, the
moratorium deserves
consideration." CNN,
the Associated Press,
National Public Radio,
NBC's "Today" show,
and scores of local and
national media fea
tured stories and interviews about the mora
torium. On the CBS
overnight news pro
gram "Up to the Min
ute," actress Loretta
Swit expressed her
support. The moratori
um even sparked some
good-natured humor on "The
Tonight Show" and "Late
Night with David Letterman."
Newspapers across the coun
try gave the moratorium fa
vorable coverage in editorials
and articles.
The HSUS was flooded
with requests for more infor
mation and for speakers to
appear on radio call-in
shows. During the shows,
many listeners who phoned
in expressed support for the
moratorium; all agreed that
pet overpopulation is a prob
lem that needs immediate
attention.
The moratorium has
already succeeded in focusing
national attention on a prob
lem too-long ignored, and in
prompting discussion and
action. Solutions-not just the
moratorium, but an array of
complementary approaches
are not far behind.

cent of all dogs entering shel taken the crucial step that goes
ters are purebreds. Yet in 1992 to the problem's source. Halting
the American Kennel Club breeding for even a short time
(AKC) registered a record-high would save millions of animals
number of new dogs: 1.5 mil from homelessness-those who
lion. Cats are pouring into shel need homes now, and those who
ters in record numbers. Home would otherwise be born only
to find themselves homeless.
less animals abound.
The HSUS moratorium
keeps pace with an important
attitude shift already observed
in several areas. In San Mateo
County, California, for exam
ple, a standard pet license is
now for a sterilized animal; the
county requires a permit for an
intact dog or cat. For years Ft.
Wayne, Indiana, has required
that residents purchase a permit
before breeding a dog or cat. In
April of this year, Denver, Col
orado, passed a mandatory ster
ilization ordinance that requires
owners of intact dogs or cats to
have a permit. l(jng County,
Washington, too, has ordi
nances regulating breeding.
Sixteen states now require the
sterilization of dogs and cats
adopted from shelters; nine of
these states enacted this legisla
tion within the last three years.
Controversy has flared Animal shelters across the country
around the moratorium. The use HSUS materials to help them
AKC opposes it, claiming that spread the word about the plight of
people want purebred dogs be homeless dogs and cats. There are
cause they know what a dog of many ways you can help too.
a specific breed will be like
Since 1954 our programs to
when grown. In reality, howev
er, there are no guarantees when help homeless animals have
purchasing a registered dog. In been unflagging. In the process
California, breeders who sell of helping, we have learned.
dogs with registration papers Our programs have evolved to
are required to post a sign with meet society's changing needs,
a disclaimer: breed registration respond to crisis, and build on
papers mean only that the reg what we know to be effective.
istry maintains records on the But while we build on the suc
dog and his/her parentage; pa cess of earlier efforts, our goal
pers do not guarantee health, remains the same: to ensure that
temperament, or any specific every dog and cat is appreciated
as an individual-with some
breed qualities.
Each birth of a dog or cat thing unique and wonderful to
contributes to overpopulation. offer humans-and that each
■
It's that simple. The HSUS has one has a loving home.
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• Join the HSUS temporary breeding moratorium; urge others
to join, too. Show your love for dogs and cats by helping to
solve the problem that causes them more suffering than any
other-excessive breeding.
• Get involved in some of the many ways to help dogs and cats,
the companions we cherish.
The HSUS softcover book
52 Simple Things You Can
Do to Help End Pet Over
population is filled with
practical ideas and tips to get
you started. For a donation
to The HSUS of $30.00 or
more, we'll gladly send you
a complimentary copy.
• Enjoy companion ani
mals-they give us so much!
You can volunteer at your lo
cal shelter to help groom,
train, or exercise the ani
mals. If you've decided to
bring a new pet into your
life, adopt one. Give a shel
ter animal a home.
• Whether you're a new own� er or an experienced one, be
� responsible. Spay/neuter your
w
dogs and cats, keep I.D. tags
� on them, and obey commu
nity licensing and leash laws. If you have a behavior problem
with a pet, take advantage of the many professionals who can
help: trainers, your veterinarian, the staff at your local shelter.
• Finally, help The HSUS continue to develop and carry out its
dynamic programs that help millions of companion animals.
There's an exciting future ahead, but
we can't get nearer to our goal of
ensuring that every dog and cat
leads a happy, healthy life without
your help and support. Please use
the enclosed postage-paid enve
lope to send your contribution to
The HSUS today. And remem
ber, if you make a donation of at
least $30.00, we'll send you a
free copy of our forty-page
softcover book 52 Simple
Things You Can Do to Help
End Pet Overpopulation.
Please don't delay. The ani
mals urgently need help.
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